
The Craft of Conversation

   This project challenges makers to 

produce a piece of work to 

stimulate debate/discussion- a 

point of conversation. These 

pieces will be shown in a 

restaurant, each piece sitting  at a 

table to provide a focal point for 

diners to discussion.





• MAK9 presents a platform for creative cultural practices 
within the contemporary craft sector in Northern Ireland 
and operates from the helms of the Craft and Design 
Collective in Belfast. 

• Its focus is the presenting and challenging of perceptions, 
definitions and boundaries of craft practices, voicing the 
discussion and debates that arise from these activities.

@ CDC



The Mak9 Exchange @ Ormeau Baths Gallery

18th August 2011

AIMS

• To create a platform for   
individual artists and art 
groups to interface, to get 
exposure, to network, to 
exchange ideas, to generate 
debate.

• To challenge boundaries 
and preconceived notions 
regarding ‘craft’

• To provoke open ended 
discussion surrounding craft 
and the making process



- folk art 
- kitsch
- guerilla crafts
- applied art
- traditional skills

- installation 
- collaboration
- upcycling
- performance
- research

A cross pollination of craft 
culture in all its various guises…



- ideas exchange
- interaction
- involvement
- opportunity



mak9@craftanddesigncollective.com

 Stuart Cairns
 Gail Mahon  
 Heather Wilson

@ CDC

Craft & Design Collective
Space CRAFT 
9b The Fountain Centre
College Street
Belfast 
Northern Ireland
BT1 6ET


