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Crafting the Future: A study into the Resilience of the Craft Sector in Europe.
What am | contributing to?

You are contributing to a study into the Resilience of the Craft Sector. This study is led
by a consortium of four UK-based craft specialist consultants with considerable
individual and collective experience in international contemporary and traditional
crafts.

This study aims to understand what resilience means to the different cultures and
craftspeople across Europe, what makes and could make the craft sector resilient now
and in the future, and how world changing events of a global pandemic, a war and a
cost of living crisis have impacted the sector and in what ways.

This study is one of five Crafting the Future into the craft sector in Europe
commissioned by World Crafts Council Europe (WCCE). The aim is that the knowledge
gained from the five studies will indicate how the sector can be supported in the future
across Europe. Through this particular study we hope to define the impressive nature of
the craft sector and its ability to adapt and evolve even under the most challenging of
circumstances.

What will this study consist of?

Our ambition is to work closely with the sector, undertaking a survey (anonymous), in
depth focus groups and one-on-one interviews. We aim to understand from
craftspeople, sector specialists, craft education providers and more about the current
state of the sector.

What is my involvement?

Your role as a contributor to the survey, focus group or interview is to share honest
answers of your experience to help us to understand your unique perspective. You will
be able to read key results from the survey on the WCCE website when it is published in
the autumn. By participating in the study you will be able to share your own
experience, further develop your network, and to consider the adaptability and
resilience of your own craft practice. Learning about other individuals and craft
organisations at home and across Europe will be interesting, helpful and inspiring.

Your contribution to the study will support the future of craft in Europe, and we greatly
appreciate your support.

What is ‘Crafting the Future’?

WCCE is leading and implementing Crafting The Future, funded by Creative Europe
under the CREA-CULT-2021-NET call. A three year project that started in May 2022, it
resides on building capacity with the aim of strengthening and benefiting WCCE and
the whole European craft sector. The project has a transnational scope and its overall
ambition is to contribute to upscaling and supporting the craft sector.
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